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Taber, and the Kennistons, were then indicted for the robbery,
in the county of Essex.

So cunningly had this man contrived his story and arranged
his proofs, that the popnlar belief was entirely with Mm. The
witch-hazel part of his evidence probably did not disincline
the populace to believe him. But it is even said that there
were few members of the county bar who did not regard the
case of the Kennistons as desperate. There were some, how-
ever, who believed Goodridge's story to be false; and these
persons sent for Mr. "Webster to undertake the defence of the
accused. The indictment against Taber was nol. grossed.
That against the Kennistons came on for trial at Ipswich, in
April, 181/T. They had nothing on which to rely but their
previous good character, the negative fact that since the sup-
posed robbery they had not passed any money or been seen to
have any, and the improbabilities which their advocate could
develop in the story of Goodridge. The theory of the defence
was, that Goodridge was his own robber, and had fired the
pistol-shot through his own hand.

In the power of cross-examining witnesses Mr. "Webster had
no superior in his clay; and his reputation in this respect doubt-
less aided the impression which he produced upon this jury.
There were traditions which had come over the b6rder from
!N"ew Hampshire, of his terrible skill in baffling the deepest
plans of perjury and fraud, which excited the jury to the
closest attention to his method of dealing with Goodridge.
They saw his well-concocted story laid bare, in all its improb-
able features, while every aid was given to him by Mr. Web-
ster to develop suggestions which could be set off against the
theory that the latter meant to maintain. 3Sut when all the
evidence for and against Goodridge's narrative had been drawn
out, and it came to the summing up, there remained two obvi-
ous difficulties in the way of that hypothesis. One of them
was, that no motive had been shown for so strange an act as a
man's falsely pretending to have been robbed, and charging the
robbery upon 'innocent people; the other, that the theory of
Goodridge being himself the robber, apparently made it neces-
sary to believe that he had proceeded, in his fraudulent manu-
facture of proofs, to the extremity of shooting a pistol-bullet